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Almost 200,000 people have now 
applied to become residents under 
the fast-track visa, and one in four has 
been approved.

By the end of this year, the country 
will have more new residents than any 
other year on record.

Th e nationality breakdown shows 
migrants from India (69,594) are the 
most common nationality applying, 
followed by the Philippines (47,304) 
China (35,451) and South Africa 
(31,248).

Until last year, the Government’s 
‘planning range’ for new residents, 
which also includes overseas-born 
spouses of New Zealanders and 
humanitarian categories, amounted 
to an annual target of between 33,000 
and 40,000.

By that measure, it would usually 
have taken fi ve or six years to approve 
200,000 new residents.

Immigration fi gures show New 
Zealand has created more residents in 
the past six months than any year in 
the last decade.

However, the number of applications 
that have been decided has not been 
even across nationalities.

More than one in fi ve of the 10,000 
British applicants have already had 
their residence decided, compared 
with fewer than one in 12 Chinese.

Further analysis suggests Chinese 
applicants are less likely to be 
approved: 3.9% have been declined, 
compared to 2% for Indians and South 
Africans.

Applications are due to close in July, 
and the number of potential residents 
already outstrip the government’s 

estimates by 30,000 people. When it 
announced the policy last year, it said 
165,000 people may be eligible, but 
that fi gure did not include overseas 
partners and children.

As of May 15, 97,179 applications 
including 194,632 people had been 
received and 21,364 applications had 
been approved – with residence visas 
for 48,327 people issued.

Th e Government has pledged that 
80% of applications will be decided 
within 12 months.

National immigration spokeswoman 
Erica Stanford said Immigration New 
Zealand’s processing rate meant it 
would not hit the target until October 
2023.

Th e National Party has raised 
concerns immigration staff  might be 
spread too thinly to process the high 
quantity of residence visas at the same 
time that the border is reopening to 

travellers and migrant workers who 
also need visas.

A new fast-track residence 
programme for professions such as 
doctors, engineers and scientists is 
also due to start in September, and 
the Accredited Employer Work Visa 
began its opening stage today.

INZ said it continued its aim of 
completing 80% of R21 applications 
within 12 months.

Th e Productivity Commission is due 
to release its report into immigration 
next week.

Its draft suggested there was a 
disconnect between immigration 
policy and the supply of housing and 
new infrastructure. It also wanted the 
government to remove visa conditions 
that tie a migrant to a specifi c 
employer.

Th e report may infl uence the next 
announcement in the sector – a new 

skilled migrant policy, or the reopening 
of the existing programme.

Th e Government announced a 
fortnight ago that the border would 
reopen fully and visa processing for 
overseas applicants would restart 
on the last day of July, with a Green 
List/fast-track to residence for highly 
skilled workers in September.

But people not in those occupations 
– or a second tier pathway to residence 
which includes nurses and teachers – 
are waiting for news.

Th ey include people not eligible for 
the fast-track residence visa because 
they were not on a work visa when 
the policy was announced last year, 
or because they have not been in the 
country long enough.

Th e Government said it would 
restart a skilled migrant policy in 
July, but that has been pushed out to 
September.  — RNZ
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